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THE ALGIERS FIRE—_
PROVES A CALAMITY,

Spreading Over an Area Exceeding
. Nine Squares

And Rendering Many Poor People

Homeless and Desolate.

A Forest of Ohimneys Marks the Fire's
Pathway.

) ———
The Whole Town Wonld' Have Been
Lald Waste But for the
Wind’s Change.

———

Destltution, devastation and desolatlon
followed fast In the wake of the terrible
fire which swept over the central portlon
of Alglers yesterday mornlog. Nine and
a half squares of ground are in ashes, and
about twenty acres of a forest of chim-
neys standing, In all thelr onkedness,
gaunt reminders of what had been the
center of a thriving and populous com-
munity. It 1s calculated that there were
-gbout 200 houses burped, and, with the
furniture and personal effects which were
consumed, the total loss foots up the
enormous sum of $G00,000. And this ls
largely o complete logs, for not all of the
bulldings were insured and very little of
the furniture, Twelve hundred people Were
rendered homeless. The disaster ls un-
precedented In the history of Alglers, and
will be a severe blow to her upward prog-
ressd.

There were several romors of losses of
life, but none could' be substantiated,
and it deoea not seem probable, As every-
body had ample time in which to get
beyond reach of, the fames.. One boy,
colored, sbout 10 years -old, was caught
in a burning bullding, and had his foot
severely burned, and that Is the only
casualty that 1s reported.

The fire started, as stated In the Plea-
yune yesterday morning, at 12:45 o'clock,
in the two-story frame tenement known

with old Mrs. McGinnis In his arms,
Slhe had been overcome by the smoke
and would have perlshed in the flames
hnd she not been rescued promptly. Mr.
Reynolds displayed great nerve [n. golng
into the house after her, as he faced the
awful dangers of crematlon allve. The
aged woman was taken futo n neighboriug
honse and ziven medical atteution.

Corporal 8blsa also eaved o woman
from  cremation In the Dbouse No. 319
Morgan street, within a few doors of
where the dire origlnated. Sbhe had been
usleep, and did npot koow that there
wis a lire in such close proxhmity. The
corporal, learning that she wus still in
her room, broke Into the bhouse and took
her out ot 1:20 o'clovk, displaying u great
deal of lheroism, for the building was
already In fHames, She s Mrs. Vitrauo,
ang Italian,

she flames ate thelr way up Bermuda
street apa consumed o nmuber of eot-
tnges there, and then leapt ueross the
street, attacking the little cottage ociu-
pled by Clerk James Reynolds, of the
recorder's coort. "By this tlme the com-
munity had become aroused to the dan-
ger which threatened them, and all liv-
ing In thet melghborhood began taklpg
their furniture aod valuables out of theln
houses, and the bulk.of this was placed
in the yard and corrldors of the cowurt-
house, 1'ms was consldered safe, as it
wad net belleved that the fHames wonld
gucceed In reaching the historle plle.
By the brilllant light which the confla-
gration sent up, liluminating the entiro
town, the terror-stricken people worked
with a will, and Onding wlillilug helpers,
in their more fortunate neighbors, they
soou succeeded In storlng about 15,000
worth of stuff in the corrldors and yard
of the courthouse,

Dut the fury of the Mnmes wns far
from appeased. Onward and onward
they crept, untll the entire center of the
gjuare, in the rear of the courthouse, was
a veritable joferno. One by one the
houses eaught, and almost In less time
vann it takes to tell handsome llttie
dwelllnga were reduced to heaps of
smoldering rulne., Nearer and nearer
came the fire to the courthouse, Iv-
erybody then began to realize 'he danger
they were In It thls was allowed to
catch. The lictle two-story tenement
In the rear yard of the statlon, which
was formerly the plantatlon quarters of
the darkles who worked for Duverge,
caught, but o ecore of bands were soon
at work, trying to quench the little
tongues of flame which sprang up lere
and there on the shingle roof. A stream
of hose was directed on it, and a whole
cistern of water was povred on It by the
bucketful, but all effort was In valn.
In ten minutes It was a beap of buarning
debrls, and the workere directed thelr
attentlon to the courthouse, which had
already caught. A litile double cottape
rext to It was sendlng up great tongues
of flame, which had gnited the roof anid
wood work on the gallery, and the slate
rpof of the courthouse acted as a slight
check. The Bames ate their way beneath
the slate, on the rafters and jolsts, and
It was soon a secthlng mass. So confi-
dent was everyoue that this building
could be saved, that they hesltated to
remove thelr furniture nnd other goods
whieh they had stored thereln, untll
the last moment, ood theo It was too
late. The court records were also left to
fae lagt minute and the bulk of these also
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THE COURTHOUSH

As It Appeared Defore the g'ive.

s the Old rookery. It had its origin In
the second house from the cornmer of Der-
muda street, on Morgan street, occupled
by Paul Bouffa, an Itallan, who kept a
‘gmall froit stand there. The bullding was
‘oceupled by over a dozen familles. and
.pome of these had narrow escapes, though
.all got out safely. As soon as It was dis-
covered, an alurm was turped In, but a
high northeast wind sas blowiog, and
fanped the flames into a seethlpg mass,
wwhich soon enveloped the entlre buflding.
The old bullding burned llke tinder.

The principal causes of the rapld spread
of the Oames were not only the scarclty
of water and a furlous wind, but the poor
svork of the fire department. When they
.lost control of the fire they became de-
mornljzed.

‘When -the rlarm was sent Ilo the three
pteam englpes and truck of Alglers
promptly responded. One engine took up
a position on the lending of the Canal
street ferry, the second at a water well
on the corner of Morgan and Seguln
streets, while the third was located at
the well on the corner of Bermuda and
Morgan streets. The truck was in fropt
of the bulldipg In which the fre orle-

Inated.  Chief Engineer Daly was on
hand and lopstructed the men. PFor a short
time It Jooked very much llke the fire

would be confined to thls bullding, bnt
, @8 the wells were emptled of svater in
i the short space of haif an bour, the one
gtream from the engine on the ferry land-
lmf could not hold it In check.

The flnmes then communicated to nd-
Joluing ' bulldings In all directions, and
not until the row of houses on both aldes
of Bermuda s&trect and on one slde of
Morgan street were In flames did Chief
Daly call for asslstamee from the clty
proper. It required almost an lhour he-
Tore the clty engines could reawch the
town, by whilch time the flames had
leaprd across the street and were con-
suming the entire square In which the
courthouse and the eighth precinet sat-
tlon are loecated, When the euglnes nr-
rived under command of Chlef O'Connor,
they were all statloned along the levee
and drew water from the river, Atten-
tion alone was glven to the bulldings on
i Morgan streef. In the vieinity of the
courthouse, while the dwelllngs” on Dela-
, ronde street and on Lavergue, Bermuda
jand Segnin streets were altogether neg-
leeted, Had there been a ateamer placed
at the well on the corner of Bermuoda and
Delaronde atreets, just aPpnsite the site
iof Dr, Rlley's residence, it fs almost snfe
Lto asgert the fireewonld not have spread
Fas 1t did.

v, A8 It was, . however, one house and
ithen another caught fire and the fire was
I..‘.ﬁl\.'en full sway and there was not a
jdrop of water put on them to quench the
?greudy flames. The engines were all
futllized in playlng upon property doomed
for a certninty, whlle resldences which
 mlght bave been gaved by the use of one
.ateamer were not glven the slightest at-
‘fentlon by the firemen. Itlsa fact which
Ueannot be contradlcted, thnt If the wind
‘had not changed, the flames would never
have been gotten under control until the
Avbole town bad been wiped ont,

2. When the house oceapled by Paunl
ifoulﬂa was burning flercely In the rear,
i report flnshed through the crowd that
an old woman, who ovcopled the sccoml
floor, was upstnirs and_ probably over-
#omo with the smoke. Jnmes Reynolils,
ielerk of the elghth polfce station, volun-
;teered to vescue her, and he dld so by
j#ushing .up to the second floor and soon
#fter camo out of the buraing bullding

"Algiers 'chp{ By Flames.

" The Daily Picayune, New

went up in smoke. All the old Tecords
of the clity court, the records of blrths,
marriosges and <eaths before the Dboard
of health took ebarge of that work, and
nll but two of the buoks of the recorder’s
court were burned, The employes of
tue pollee station, lowever, were more
fortunnte and managed to save every
scrap of paper belonging to their depart-
ment. It had. been reported that there
were several prisoners In the cells, but
Sergeant Roux told a Pleayune man
that he did not have a single prisoner,
fortunately. When the old roof fell in
it eent up o shower of sparks and chunks
of burning wood, whidh, while It formed
4 pretty sight, was disastrous 1o tbe
houses which were to the windward.
But the massive brick walls served one
good purpose, and that was to save tho
uildings on the river slde.

In the meantime the clty engines had
arrived, and, with Chlet O'Connor inm
control, concerted efforts were put into
force to cheek the fiames, but they were
as naught agalnst the terrible gule which
was blowing. Chlef of Pollce Gaater al-
go arrlved, with Mayor Fitzpatrick, and,
with an additional foree of pollee and
firemen, they set to work asslating the
unfortunates who were domlielled In the
path of the ruﬁ-]ug element. The depart-
ment was sadly handleaped by a lack
of hose and water, uas 1t had to be
pumped all the way frofn the river in
relays,

The fames even ate thelr way in the
face of the wind and burned out almost
the entlre square ln which the fire erig-
inated. 1t lenﬂcd over to_the next square
bounded by Lnvergne, Delaroude, Ber-
muda and Pellean, und, o the course of
half an hour, had wiped off all but three
bulldinge, and the rear of these were
georched, When It wus seen that the
flames were ,llkely to reach out lo thls
dlvection, down the rlver, Bteam wins
started In the saw mill of Hotard &
Lawton, and, with a lead of 1300 feet
of hose, a stream was kept constautly
playing on the houses truutmﬁ on La-
vergne etreet by the fire brigode of the
mill. There Is no doubt In the world that
they prevented the fre from crossing
that sireet, and thus saved o yast amount
of property from destruction. ‘I'here was
not a single tire englne in this viclolty,
which secemed to be abandoned to ite
fate, and whlle the firo was prevented
rroin crossing Lavergne street, It forged
ahead,. driven by furlous winds towards
Berwuda and Seguln streets, and, unre-
alsted, ate Its way ln o course almost
parallel with the river, untll It Lad
practically Lurned itself out.

The entire area covered by the fire
looked like a veritable inferno, continually
spreading out, leaping from one street
to another alinost belore the people In
that square koew that It was there.
Bparks ighting on the roofs of lbouses,
driven thither by the wind, would Jgnite,
and soon half o dozen houses would be-
gln to burn b g square at one tlme. Some
efforts were inade W guard against these
sparks by people, whe stationed them-
selves on roofs, with buckets of water
on shingle-roofed dwellings, walting for
the [lttle tougues of Unme to shoot up,
when they would be quenched, but while
the volunteer was enguged In putting this
flame out another wonld galn siucl head-
way on kim that be would have to seampe
er down with nll haste ro save himselfr
from the fire, which spread with great
rapidity. The fremen would no sgoner
get n ftnp of hose fixed on & street and
sptart to fight fire from the windward,
when the flames would drive them away,
and In scveral jnstanees large sectlons of
hosp were burned and melted 8o ns to
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A PICTURE OF RUIN,

As Scen from Bouny and Pclican Avenue.

furniture from houscs In danger would
with great difiealty and the nld of
volunteers succeed in gelting It a bLlock
away, and {n apparent safety, when they
would find’ that all their wbor wuas in
valn, as the flumes would swoop down on
that syunre, and the whole thing would
become a scething furnace in no tlme.
Muany persons lost their furniture, which
they had saved from burniuyg bouses, ln
thls manner.

When the flames had eaten thelr way
to .the river front above the Grand Isle
depot the sight presented was one long
to be remembered, both by the poor un-
fortunates who had been driven out of
thelr homes by Lthe relentless eclement
and by the spectators who gazed In nwe
on the terrible havoe being wrougut. Two
lends of hose were being operated by the
Southern Paclile -tug Bl Chico and the
Corsair. and they dld effective work In
checking the flames. Mnyor IFitzpatrlek,
who I8 on old voluoteer fireman, mude
moud uge of his experience us foreman of
No. 13, and with ar overcoat drawn up
over his cars to protect him from the
showers of sparks which were falilng all
around lke a ball of fire, he directed op-
erations In that vicinity with good re-
sults. By the wmost perslstent work and
with great difficulty the fire was checked
at Allx street, though It wis necessary
to continue playing the hose on the houses
on the opposite slde of the street to pre-
vent the buildlngs from catching fire from
the heat.

About 5 o'clock, while the firemen were
directing thelr encrgies in this locallty,
which was the first real effort made with
nny degree of success at cheecking the
fire's hendway, sparks fell on the roof of
a coal office belonging to W. G..Coyle &
Co., nbout a thousand yards up the river
and soon that bulldlng was o mass of
flnmes. Around. here were a number of
coal barges and other property, and It
looked as If a serlous contlagration would
break out here, but the tug Wilmot was
put into service apd prevented the -fire
from spreading.

Just before this a lot of fireworks in a
grocery store which was ablaze were
touched off and the epectators were
treated to o pyrotechnle dlsplay which
was indeed beautiful, The spectacle was
really one of the grandest that one conld
wish to gaze upon. The sky, In Its inky
blackness, furnished a fine background
to the acres of flame which shot high up
into the alr and twilsted themselves into
nll rorts of shapes. Above all hung a
dense cloud of smolke, tlnged with a lurid
glare reflected from the bright red fire.
and through It all here and there could
Lo seen with marked distlnetness slivery
stars twinkling, furnishing a contrast of
color that was simply exqulsite, As day-
light dawnped thbe brilllancy of the spec-
tocle became more subdued, and with the
advance of the successful efforts of the
fire fighters the flames dicd out gradoally
untll by noon only here and there in the
vnst forest of gaunt and grim chimneys
little tongues of flre woulil shoot up from
the heaps of smoking debris, seemingly
defiant to the last. All ddy a huge gray
cloud floated mapy miles In the air above
the town, slowly moving away and belng
absorbed into the atmosphere, until when
night fell agaln over the scene of desola-
tlon It had vanished from view,

Mr. C, Uneas Lewls made o diaszram of
the burned sectlon yesterday, shich Is
reproduced In the Plenrune, and It shows
the work of the fire much more graphleal-
1¥ and concisely than could be put In
words., Mr. Lewis mnde an estimute of
the npumber of houses which had been
burned, and it foots np a total of 193, He
estimates the loss on bulidings at $1300,000,
and on nersonal property and furniture
at $100,000, making a total of $400,000.

To the assistance rendered by cltizens

PAUL BOGFITA
CHARGED WITH ARSON.

Suspeoted of Having Applied the Torch
to His Place,

Peculiar Actlons of the Sitspect and
Family Saturday Night.
: ;
Left the Honse to Viait u. Doctor on
This Side,

Had an Imsurance Policy for $600—

Arrested and Saved from a

Threatening Mob,

faul Boullin

The prevalling oplolon in Alglers is
that the fire was the work of an arsonist,
and the man who Is suspected of belng
the cause of all the destitutjon which
now prevalls In that once tluriving lttle
burg had a norrow escape from belng
Isuched. He was spivited away from the
temporary poilce stutlon and brought to
the elty by Captaln Day, who locked him
up In the harbor preclnet statlon, and
then he wios taken to the central statlon,

sireet, He kept a froit stand, and
had a wife and about six children to suF-
port, He was 0 man who wos heartlly
disliked by the other Ltallans In the neigh-
borhaod, and all over the elty io fact, aund
enjoyed a very bad reputation. He wus
said to be of a guarrelsome disposition,
and bad bad a number of fights, In one of
which he pearly killed another Itallan by
the name of Jos. Calderonl, who keeps a
shoe store next door to him and on the
corner of Morgan and Bermuda streets.
It I8 sald that he had had two fires In the
place before whleh narrowly escaped be-
ing disastrous, -

These facts naturally made everybody
suspiclous of him; and, naturally, the gus-
pielons aetlons of the man aod his fam-
ily on the night of the flre and just be-
fure, a8 told by resldenis of the neighbos-
hood, led to the bellef that he had set
fire to his place, and the charge of arson
wus preferred agalnst bim,

Calderon] was seen by a Pleayune re-
porter yesterday morning about 5 o’clock
mourning the loss of all his bousehold ef-
fects and congratulating himszelf on the
nirrow escape he had bad from suifocn-
tion and was willling to tell what he
!:nlodtv about Bcuffin. In substance he
sald:

“That man I8 no good at 21l. I don't
Ilke to say that he set flre to the place,
but it looks like it. He went out on
Wednesday nlght with all his fainlly and
closed un hls store. He did not return
untll Thursday mornlng. . Then he opened
up his place and did o little busiress, but
reemed to be In a sulky mood. GBS
pected that he was up. to somefhing.
Saturday afternoon about -2 of'clock ho

family over the river, and, £s far as 1
know, has not returned yet. I don’t think
that he meant to take any revenge out of
anybody by burning the house down, nl-
though he tried to kill me once. This
case was d.!‘oll:pa‘l becanse I took plty on
his large family which he had to support.
Nobody Nkes him, and he has a bad name
here. I kpow that he took out an Insur-
ance polley for §G00 about eight
months ago. If there are any persous in
the town who are shelterlng him now,
they don't know what Lind of a man he
is 1 am sure."

Another Itallnn, named Manginl, sald
that hils wife hnd seen DBouffin close up
his shop en Saturday afternoon and go
away with all of hls family. She re-
marked to Pepe Ramors, an fisherman,

who lives next door to her, that she
would be willlpz to bet that he was up
to some job, Manginl expressed himself
in mno favorable sentiments towards
Bouffia.

I P, L. Lacclr, another Itallan, also saw

Bouffla go out, and bis suspicious actions
uttracted his attention. He sald that

Bouffin did not tell anybody where hbe

was golng; In fact he was not on thke

{mst of terms with any of the other [tal-
o ans,
| "These facts became nolsed about dur-
| ing the early morning, and ns the [talians
. were not the only ones who shared the
susplelons agalnst the Itallan the police
were soon bmde aware of the situation
and searching partlies went all over the
town looking for Bouffin,

At last, about 9:45 o'clock, he wuas seen
on the corper of Morgan and Seguln
streets, with uls llttle boy, and Corporal
Sbisa, with SBergeant Ronx, placed him
under arrest, and conveyed him to the
temporary station, where Corporal Shisa
made n eharge of arson agalnst hiwm,
He was searched, and one of the first
things that came to light from one of his
capaclous pockets was a little baby's
bluck sock, In which was a little change
and an Insurance polley for $600, This
policy was taken out on the stock, for-
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may be attributed to o great extent the
savlpng of much personal property, and
they rickly merit much pralse and thanks.
Both Mr. J. Creighton Matthews and Mr.
Mothe made use of the wagons utllized In
thelr busineas by moving the effects of
the uufortunate people to a place of !
pnfety. Mr. Matthews snld to the re-
porter thnt he had earted away the ef-
feets of mot less than Nfty-one Tamilles,
and In additlon to this had moved thir-
teen planos, all of which property wns
gnved. Mr. Mothe nlso moved the effects !
of many others, and the energles of these
two gentlemen saved many thousand dol-
lars' worth of furnlture and other house-
hold goods. Of course, it {s necdless to
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where he Is now safely housed with the
charge of arson pending agalnat him.
The fire started in the building Enown
all over Alglers ns the Old Rookery, a
rattletrap of a bulldlng which has ulways
been regarded as a menace to the other
gtructures around. It was occupled by
about a score of familles, mostly Itallan,
who huddled together In the true tene-
ment eryle. Panl Bouffla was one of
these, anil he ovcupled the lower part of
the bullding, next to the corner, at whnt
wns formerly No. 57 Villere street, but

would wpow, under the new system of
numberlog the streets, and with thé
new, name, bo No, 3816 Morgan

nlture, wenrlng apparel and, what might
geem uousunl, $1040 of the full amount
wus for Jewelry. The polley was In the
Interstate IMlre Insurance Assoclation,
and wns written by L. J. Petersom, an
agent In Alglers.

Corpornl Sbisa trled to Interrogate him
ng to hls whereabouts on the previous
night and the reasons why he bad left
his home and locked It up. He told two
or three conflicting storles, and finally
concluded that he had talked enough, and
would not say any more.  He Nest told
the corporal that he had been slek, and
rentedd u room In o lodging-louse near
the St, Mary market in New Orienns, so
that he eould sce bis doctor, who wnsg
expected to go there that night to see
Lion Thls dactor {8 Dz Alfaco, who lwa

ngaln shot up his shop and took all hla-

Y they agreed to this

an office on Columbus and Villere streets.
He sald that be went over to New Or-
leans because the doctor sald that It
would be cheaper for him If he went
over there. Hls second statement was
that he had gone over on some other bus-
iness, but he also was golng to see the
doetor, but pot that night. He was
usked why he told two such eonficting
stories, and replled that the secomt one
was  “straight.'

The corporal then questioned the hoy,
who sald that his father and mother and
other members of the famlily had pgone
over to New Orleaps to spend the night
with some friends, but he dld not kuow
anything about going to see the doctor.
The vorporal asked the boy If his father
hud not brought over a number of bottles
of coal oll aud placed them In bLis house
before the fire, but he sald that he did
not know. There was some gasoline In
the house, to which both the father and
son neknowledged. Corporal Sblsa asked
the boy If his father had set fire to the
house, and he replicd in the negative.
The hoy sald first that his father had
come over to spend the night at the doe-
tor's house, and then that he had come
over to buy bananaos, and brought them
over himself. At thls juncture the father
stepped up and spoke to the boy In Itul-
fan, and after that ke would not talk any
oaore.

Bouflia was placed under guard of sev-
cral officers In the redr part of the farnl-
tnre store which was belng used as a sta-
tion. In the meantime a great crowd
had collected In front of the ballding,
and continued growlng larger and larger.
Officers were statloned at the door to
prevent any onpe from enterlng, but It
foon beeume evident that the crowd was
bhent on commlitting something serlous,
Deep mutterings weré beard against
I'anfiin, and some were hold enough to
openly ery out to lyneh him. The crowd
soon renched such proporttons that it he-
came evident that If they attempted to
take the man they wonid meet with hut
Ineffectual resigtance from the few offl-
cerda who were stationed there,  All at-
tempts to disperse them from the front
of the statlon-house were futile, and
finally Sergeant Ronx, who s In com-
mand of that precinct, concluded that
the only salvatlon for the man was to
spirit him over to New Orleans. The
crowd was not aware of the back en-
trance of the furniture store, and ro
Sergeant Roux, with balf a dozen offl-
cers, met with no obstacles In taking
him to the forry landing, where he found
the hoat, and soon had Bonfla ont of
hiarm's way. he man was very much
frizhtened and scemed to realize that he
wne In dnnger.,

When Chief Gaster learned that the fire
was cvidently of Incendiary orlgin he
Immediately started an Investigation,
and Niglht Detectlves Valley Woodworth
avd Thowas Itocha were Instructed to
follow up the case. Those oflicera Inter-
viewed several persoms on the subject,
Lut the most important one was Joseph.
Calderonla, residing next door to. the
house where the fre started, and which
wius occupied by the Italian 1’aul Bouflla,
The Information furnished by him re-
garding his conntryman, who {8 an ene-

my of his, warranted the officera in

A CATASTROPHE AFTER
THE FIRE DISASTER.

s
The Great Orowd of Visitors Breaks
Down the Bridge
SERTEPRSEr
Leadlng from the Alglers Ferry=Houso
to the Boat

—_——
And Precipitates a Hundred Persons
Into the River,

A Woman Reported Drowned, Tweo
Children Are Missing and Over
Twenty People Injured.

_———

Dend.
UNENOWN WOMAN, drowned.
Misning.
ANNIE MISSINA, aged 8 years,
MARY LAUER, ared 11 years.

Injured.

D. MEEHAN, leg broken.

. ¢. CHAMPAGNE, head cut and
brulses.

JOSEPH ALTINO, leg broken.

COURT OFFICER J. J. CARROLL, leg
injured.

MRS, AUGUST CAMPER, brulsed.

MRS, MOSSA, brulsed.

MRS. W. 8. GARVRY, leg and arm o«
Jured. )

MRS, SARAH CONDON, hip Injured.

MRS. P. McMAHON, briuged.

MISS LAURA WAGNER, head cut.

MISS JENNIE WAGNER, cut In ths
bead.

JUOHN COURTNEY, left arm Injared.

JOE GREGORY, leg broken,

MISS LULU LAWMAN, Internal
Jury.

HENRY ACKER, right arm broken.

RALPH PATTON, aged 6 years, In-
jured about head.

WILLIAM BROOKS, lnjured ahout the
body.

LOUIS MARGIOSEEY, brulsed.

A View from the Corner of

THE DEVASTATED DISTRICT.

Seguin and Alix Streets,

scourlng both Alglers’ and other places
in the city, but be could not be found
auywhere, He was known to have for-
merly reslded on $t. Phllip and Dumaine
strects before moving to  Alglers, but
when those pluces were vislted he bad
not been there. The officers secured an
exeellent deseriptlon of him and the kind
of clothing he wore when he was last
seen in Alglers, and a general search was
insiltuted for the suspected firebug. De-
tectives Dick Kerwin and Ferdinaod
Rance were also detalled to assist the

olber officers ln locating Boufila, and he
wus finully captured as stated above.
W died sedioned [Lere Wwery lound, he-

sldes his losurance pulley, his untural-
Izatlon papers and reglstration papers as
a voter of the Fifteenth ward.

The chlef ordered the prisoner brought
to his otlice, after bls arrlval on this
elde, and bhe was then placéd In the pa-
trol wagon and taken to headquarters,
where he wus quegtioned by the chilef re-
garding the fire.

Boutta Is a swarthy-looking Indlvidunl,
with dark balr, dark eyes and a full
black beard and mustache. He speaks
but little Engllsh and that s bardly ln-
telligible, and It was with great diticulty
that he could be understood. He, how-
ever, denied all knowledge of the fire and
suld he had been in the city all night with
his wlfe and twe chlldren and bad come
over to sec a doctor, as he was suffering
from rheumatism, ¢ bad stopped at n
pluce near the St. Mary market, but lbe
tid not koow the lady's name that kept
the place, hut could point It out If Aoy
one went with him.

Detectlves Rance and Kerwln were
thercupon instracted to accompany the
prisoner to the market, which they dld,
nnd on reaching the old Dinmond Ho-
tel, on Tehoupltonlas street, directly op-
posite the market, he polnted out this ns
the place where he had stopped with hils
wife and children. The place, it was
found, was conducted ns a Loarding-house
by a French lady named Mrs. A. DBenja-
min, who, upon belog guestioned, stated
that the man had stopped at bher house
Saturday night ang left Sunday
morning shortiy after G o'clock., She did
not kuoow hlm, but at the request of
Prank Clesl, a frult merchant, reslding
on Commerce, near Calllope street, whose
family she was Intimately acqualoted
with, she allowed bim and hig family to
remain In the honse for the nlght. She
then sald that Mr, Clesl and ihe man's
wife first came to the house about 7
o'clock nnd asked If Dr. Eifert was
there. As there are two glek persons
atopping at Mrs. Benium[n's and Dr. 13-
tert 18 their attendlng physlelan,  Mr,
Clest thought he might be there or come
later, and when they found that he was
not they returned te Mr. Clesl's house.
About an lhour later Mr. Clesl returned
with Botifa. h!s wife and children, and
asked for a room for the night, as Mr.
Clesl ind mone in his house to accom-
modate them.  The landlndy then told
him that she dld not hnve a room, as
they were all ocenpled, but if the parties
were satisfled they could sleep on o mnt-
tress on the floor In the dlning-room, and
Clesl told her that
was Rlclkk and suffering from
and he would gend for the
On the arrival of

the man
rhenmatism
doctor, whieh he dld.

the phystenn, he examined Bounflin  and
tald Em. he would return In the mornlnge
and glve hlm some medicloe, Baoutlln
and hls family left bhefore the dactor

came in the morndng and went to Clesl's
honse, where be found him,
The prisener was then taken back to

Cguatdnucd on Page Three.
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THOMAS LUNDAY, left hand cut.
UNENOWN LADY, bip Injured.

There came near belng a horrible calam-
ity about & o’clock yesterday afternoon,
and as [t s, there are about thirty per-
sons sufferipg from Injurles, more or
less serlous, while there are fears of three
people belng drowned. This tercible state
of affalre swas caused by the breaking
down of the little iron bridge which leads
from the Algiers ferry-house to the float-
lng wharf, where the ferry-bout Is ac-
customed to land.

The tire, which narrow!y escaped wiplng
out the entire I'lfth district of the clty,
commonly known as Algiers, had attract-
ed thousands of people to the scene of
ruin. The ferry-boats, throoghout the
entire doy, were taxed to thelr utmost,
and there was not much order ln the way
of leaving and boarding the steamers.

Some three weeks ago the ownpers of
the ferry line began the construction of
o new fercy-house at the Algiera landing
of the Cinal street ferry, and a few dayas
ago it was sublicicutly completed to Eu
used, Yesterday wernlng, ror the Arst
time, the building waes placed In use.
I'he Iron bridge, which Is fastened to the
pliing on the sbore, and has as o support
on the otoer end the foatlng swharf, was
4 week ngo moved to its positlon Io front
of the ferry-buuse. There was conslder-
able care taken In the fitting of the
bridge, for it is upon this one compunion-
Wway that all passengers are supposed to
eros3 the hundred feet of shore and
water. At the shore end of the bridge
there was a lurge clanmp which held 1t
In place and, In additlon, long bolts were
added to lnerease the sufety of the pas-
BREC-WOY.

The bridge llself proved the svenkest
part of the entire structure and jusi as
the ferry was landlog It parted very near
the widdle, throwing about 160 peopla
Into the shallow water, near the bank
of the river. The distance between that
portlon of the bridge which guve way and
the surfuce of the wiater and the banl -
of the river mensures about 15 feet.

It was nearly dusk and people of all de-
geriptlons were burrylng back to tho
ferry nnd to thelr homes. There woas n
rush for the wharf as soon as the ferry
was In slght, and before the steamer had
Innded there were crowded ou the pon-
toon wharf as many people as  that
structure wounld hold, Then the innss of
bumanity c¢rowded down through the door
of the ferry-house onto the lron wharf
until it, too, was packed with men,
women and children, and there was au-
other great erowd In the ferry-houso
walting to rush lieadlong for the steam-
The ferry, the Thomas Plekles, was
also crowded. The englnes were slowed
down ou approachlog the wharf, and she,
as nsual, altwest drifted to ber laundiag.
However, the stern of the vessel bumped
agalnst the end of the pontoon, nnd with

ya crash the fron span parted and a hun-
- dred or more frantle people were lterally

dumped Into the water among the piling
and drifting timbers, Fully thirty men,
women amd ehildren swere Injured, whils
there nve missing two little ehlldren, and
the statement of two of those In the
wreels adds the drowning of a young
womun to the Hst of casunlties,

Women screamed, men shouted, and,
ahove the groans of the injured and
frightencd and the crles of little ones,
could e heard the ontlis of muny. The
men on tho pontoon and those In the
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