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Ship Marcia Cleaves

Image reprinted courtesy of The Brick Store Museum (Kennebunk, Maine) from
its publication, Old Ship Portraits of Kennebunk (Portland, Maine: Southworth-
Anthoensen Press, 1943), 3. Original photograph is by Victor Camp of a
painting in a privately held collection.

The Marcia Cleaves was built at the shipyard of carpenter
George Bourne in Kennebunk, Maine. Thomas Lord was the
principal owner. The three-masted, square-rigged sailing ship was
put into service on 30 January 1839 registered at 436.62 tons.'

A documented history of the Marcia Cleaves’ voyages is
compiled here from newspapers and customs passenger lists. From
1839 to 1849 the Marcia Cleaves engaged in trans-Atlantic trips
between European, New England and Gulf of Mexico ports. She
was no stranger to New Orleans, visiting the city at least 15 times
in this period. The Marcia Cleaves carried over 800 passengers,
mostly immigrants, from European cities to the United States.

The Marcia Cleaves was a working cargo ship from 1839 to
1857 when she was abandoned at sea. During 18 years of service
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she made her share of nautical history. New Orleans was the
Marcia Cleaves® destination port on her maiden voyage.? Sixteen
days into the trip she reported being in distress and leaking badly
off the island of Nassau.> After repairs were completed she
continued on to New Orleans departing that port on 6 May 1839.*

In September 1839 a U.S. customs employee worked on her
while dockside in Boston. Writing of his time on the Marcia
Cleaves:

Mine own wife, since supper I have been reading over
again (for the third time, the two first being aboard my salt
ship — Marcia Cleaves) your letter of yesterday . . .°

Nathaniel Hawthorne to Sophia Peabody

Nathaniel Hawthorne was employed at the Boston
customhouse as a measurer of coal and salt from January 1839 to
October 1840.° During his two years in Boston, Nathaniel
Hawthorne became engaged to Sophia Peabody.” He would later
write two of his best known works, The Scarlet Letter and The
House of the Seven Gables.

On 5 March 1840 the Marcia Cleaves sailed from the port of
Apalachicola in Florida bound for Havre.® She arrived in Havre on
19 April.” After taking on a cargo of champagne!” and 174
passengers!! the Marcia Cleaves sailed for New Orleans on 9 May
1840.'? She arrived at the city on 26 June 1840. Disembarking at
New Orleans was Johann Peter Biihler with his second wife and
his seven children.!® Captain Nathaniel Lord Thompson wrote
succinctly in his notebook of this voyage of the Marcia Cleaves.
Captain Thompson eventually quit the sea but went on to build
over 100 sailing vessels at his shipyard in Kennebunk, Maine.'*
This voyage of the Marcia Cleaves carrying immigrant passengers
was described in a letter by passenger Johannes Giingerich.'>

Next we find the Marcia Cleaves in Marseilles, France per the
adventures of Jacob A. Hazen. Hazen was a journeyman
shoemaker from Philadelphia who, on becoming unemployed, took
to the sea for five years of wanderlust. Hazen boarded the Marcia
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Cleaves in April of 1842 bound for New Orleans. Jacob Hazen
published his adventures in 1858.!6

The following year finds the Marcia Cleaves back in
Marseilles. She is now commanded by Franklin N. Thompson,
Nathaniel’s brother. French artist Srée Puger captured her in a
watercolor painting entering the harbor of Marseille in 1843.!7

On 7 December 1849 the Marcia Cleaves cleared Boston
Harbor bound for San Francisco.'® The Gold Rush had begun and,
like many ships, the Marcia Cleaves was California bound. The
Boston Daily Atlas printed a list of forty-one passengers bound for
California aboard the Marcia Cleaves.!” Four months later, we
find them along the “golden” path to San Francisco in Chile on the
west coast of South America.

The Marcia Cleaves from Boston arrived yesterday. [
suppose you would like to know If I have ever repented
starting for California” *°

Ellen M. Knights aboard the brig Colorado at Valparaiso

The Marcia Cleaves arrived in San Francisco on 16 June 1850;
the passage from Boston taking 185 days.?! She lay in the harbor
of San Francisco until 28 Sep 1850.>> On 11 August the Marcia
Cleaves “put into Callao [Peru] on account of a mutiny of her
crew, who were placed on board the U S frigate Savannah, she
shipped another crew and proceeded.”” The Marcia Cleaves
arrived in New York harbor on 30 October 1851.%*

On 1 March 1852 the Boston Daily Atlas reported the Marcia
Cleaves as being sold for 6,600 dollars.> The Marcia Cleaves was
renamed the Hermann Roosen by her Norwegian owner and placed
under the command of Captain Krog.?® The Herman Roosen
returned to the United States only once, arriving in New York on
22 January 1854. On 7 September 1857 the Herman Roosen
departed Quebec for London. On 25 October 1857 the ship was
abandoned in the Bay of Biscay at latitude 47 North and longitude
14 West. Her crew was picked up by the vessel Bernardino and
landed at Falmouth on 29 October 1857.27 So ends the story of the
ship Marcia Cleaves.
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Date Port Event, Captain
30 Jan 1839 Kennebunk | Registered for sea?®
1 Feb 1839 Kennebunk Maiden voyage to New Orleans,
Murphy??
16 Feb 1839 off Nassau | In distress, leaking badly3°
6 May 1839 New Orleans | Towed to sea®’
26 Oct 1839 Boston %']‘f)anz Zg;g}gzmb"e’ N.L.
21 Nov 1839 Mobile Arrived from Boston3?
14 Jan 1840 Mobile Sailed for Apalachicola3*
22 Jan 1840 Apalachicola | Arrived from Mobile35
5 Mar 1840 Apalachicola | Sailed for Havre3®
19 Apr 1840 Havre Arrived from Apalachicola 7
9 May 1840 Havre Sailed for New Orleans?38
26 Jun 1840 New Orleans Arrived from Havre, 174
passengers, N. L. Thompson?®
17 Jul 1840 New Orleans | Cleared for Liverpool, Thompson4°
15 Apr 1841 New Orleans | Cleared for Liverpool, Thompson 4
Arrived from Liverpool, 36 days,
30 July 1841 New York 340 tons coal, 1560 sacks salt, 80
passengers*?
9 Aug 1841 Boston égrrl\égd from Liverpool via New
21 Sep 1841 Boston Cleared for New Orleans, F. N.
Thompson*4
10 Nov 1841 | New Orleans %%?;‘Zi;ﬁis'\"arse"'es' F-N.
20 Feb 1842 Marseilles For New Orleans*6
26 Apr 1842 New Orleans | Arrived from Marseilles4”
18 May 1842 | New Orleans %']eared for Boston, F. N.
ompson
17 Jun 1842 Boston Arrived from New Orleans*®
6 Jul 1842 Boston %eared forslo\lew Orleans, F. N.
ompson
7 Aug 1842 New Orleans | Arrived from Boston®’
20 Oct 1842 New Orleans | Cleared for Marseilles, Thompson®2
23 Oct 1842 New Orleans | Towed to sea®
27 Jan 1843 Marseilles Coppered and repaired®*
29 Mar 1843 Marseilles Sailed for New Orleans5®
18 Jul 1843 New Orleans | Cleared for Bremen, Chadbourn3¢
2 Oct 1843 Bremen Arrived from New Orleans®’
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Date Port Event, Captain
10 Nov 1843 Bremen Ready for New Orleans®®
4 Feb 1844 New Orleans | Arrived from Bremen, 80 days®®
10 Jul 1844 New Orleans | Cleared for Cork, Chadbourne®®
14 Sep 1844 Liverpool Arrived from New Orleans®’
20 Oct 1844 Liverpool Sailed for New Orleans®2
20 Dec 1844 New Orleans | Arrived from Liverpool, 43 days®3
8 Feb 1845 New Orleans | Cleared for Havre, Chadbourne®*
31 March 1845 Antwerp Arrived from New Orleans®®
7 May 1845 Flushing Sailed for New Orleans®®
Arrived from Antwerp, Chadbourne,
18 Jun 1845 New Orleans 47 days®” with 161 ppassengers68
26 July 1845 New Orleans | Cleared for Liverpool, Chadbourne®®
17 Sep 1845 Liverpool Arrived from New Orleans™
31 Oct 1845 Liverpool Sailed for New Orleans™"
27 Dec 1845 New Orleans Arrived from7 3Liverpool72 with 35
passengers
31 Jan 1846 New Orleans | Cleared for Boston™
3 Feb 1846 New Orleans | Towed to sea’
2 Mar 1846 Boston | Arved from Hew Orleans,
10 Mar 1846 Boston \(f\/lﬁ:;ﬁ;j?for New Orleans, H. A.
9 Apr 1846 New Orleans | Arrived from Boston, 25 days’®
30 Apr 1846 New Orleans | Cleared for Boston, Wilson®
4 May 1846 New Orleans | Towed to sea®
21 May 1846 Boston Arrived from New Orleans?’
28 May 1846 Boston Cleared for New Orleans, Wilson8?2
31 May 1846 Boston Sailed for New Orleans?®3
8 Jul 1846 New Orleans | Arrived from Boston, 34 days®
24 Jul 1846 New Orleans | Cleared for London, Wilson8>
14 Sep 1846 Gravesend | Arrived from New Orleans®
26 Oct 1846 Havre Arrived from London, Wilson®
31 Oct 1846 Havre Rgady for New Orleans, 8-10 days,
with passengers®®
31Dec 1846 | New Orleans Q;’;‘:ngeorglo”a"re% with 174
21 Jul 1847 New Orleans Arrived fron;lNHavre with 175
passengers
12 Aug 1847 New Orleans | Cleared for Liverpool, Wilson®2
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Date Port Event, Captain
Date Port Event, Captain
19 Oct 1847 Liverpool Loading for Boston, Wilson?3
Enroute to Boston, “(bore up from
25 Nov 1847 Cork 18 W)_has arr here leaky, strained,
and with mainmast sprung, and
must discharge”%
11 Jan 1848 Cork Repairing®
26 Jan 1848 Cork Repairs 2gmpleted, sail for Boston
2-3 days
20 Feb 1848 Cork Sailed for Boston, Wilson®”
Lighthouse 98
8 Apr 1848 Channel At anchor
- - 59
10 April 1848 Boston Arrived frommlalverpool with 24
passengers
24 April 1848 Boston Cleared for Mobile, Wilson0!
23 May 1848 Mobile Arrived from Boston02
20 Jun 1848 Mobile Cleared for Glasgow1%3
11 Aug 1848 Glasgow Arrived from Mobile, Wilson'04
5 Sep 1848 Glasgow Sailed for Boston, Wilson %
20 Oct 1848 Boston Arrived from Greenock, Wllson%
4 Nov 1848 Boston Cleared for Mobile, Wilson'0?
11 Dec 1848 Mobile In port, for Liverpool'%8
20 Feb 1849 Liverpool Arrived from Mobile%®
10 March 1849 Liverpool In the river, for Mobile, Wilson'10
26 April 1849 Mobile Arrived from Liverpool, Wilson'"
26 May 1849 Mobile Cleared for Havre, Wilson'12
20 Jul 1849 Havre Arrived from Mobile, Wilson''3
Newport Loading for Portsmouth N.H.,
17 Aug 1849 (Wales) Wilson''4
Arrived from Newport via
29 Sep 1849 Boston Portsmouth15
15 Oct 1849 Boston Sailing for 1S1§|n Francisco, 10
November
29 Nov 1849 Boston Cargo_ loaded, sailing f<131r7San
Francisco 1 December
1 Dec 1849 Boston Cleared for San Francisco'®
7 Dec 1849 Boston Sailed for San Francisco'"®
10 Dec 1849 Boston Passenger list for San Francisco'20
4 April 1850 Valparaiso | Arrived from Boston, Stacy'?'
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et

IMPORTS BY SEA.

LIVERPOOL—Pur ship BMarcia Cleaves: 42,000 slafe :
188 slabs Lyall & Davidson~-31 bdls steel F I¥ T'ilton—A4l
do 15 crates ctc J McGregor & co—2bbis J B Byrne & co
—b cases Gardiner & Suger—2 do Taylor § Medley—3
datkets | cask Wm B McCutcheon—9 casks Win Dinn—10
crates I¥ H Avery—81 do 13 casks B Brower & co—186
crates 28 hhds 2 casks Henderson & Qaiies—101 crates 11
hhds C C Gaines—24 do Willman, Webster & Norton—23
do @Qeo Urgquhart—6 cases Forcade & co—1 do Homilton &
co—G hhds I¥'m Prehn & co—33 bales 12 cases Wi Young—
B dv Curell, Cruzat & co—2casks | case Kirkman & Dyas
~1do Loison & Sylvester—23 casks ¥V Divid & Son—24
casks 7 baskets Richards & Montgomery—G dv Layton & co
—9 dv Buddecke, WWoods & co—d do E Mellard—\ basket 2
bdlsete H IX Lowrence—6 casks Marting, Qwen & co—335
barsiron Y3 casks Slark, Day, Stauffer § co—sundries to
order,

“Exports and Imports,” New-Orleans Commercial Bulletin, 20 December 1844.

FOR SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA.,

T RS T REGULAR LINE. -

© Frow Hoston—November 104, , _#a :
The fust sailing corpered ship MARCIA CLEAVES,

350 tous, will sueceed the Cordova, and sail as above.

» 'This ship being 6 fee & between decks, and fitted in the
most superior styley well ventilated and carpeted, the berths all
nited with beids and bedding—and nnder the direction of an expe-
rienced ship master, will doubtless present the most favorable
opportunity for persons visiting California, of any yet offered,

cor freiglit or passagey apply to- N »
octl3eisint g .- S, H. GARDNER, 133 State street.

Advertisements, Boston Daily Atlas, 16 October 1849.
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Extract from a letter written by Johannes Giingerich, 5
December 1840, concerning the voyage of the ship Marcia
Cleaves which departed Le Havre 9 May 1840 and arrived at
New Orleans 26 June 1840.

To report to you further about where we live, what we are doing,
and how our journey went. First, we departed from Havre on the
eighth of May" and before we departed, a Protestant pastor came on
board the ship and gave the people a good exhortation about how
they should not be afraid and should put their trust in God, after that
we departed at two o'clock. After this, after we had already gotten
under way, an agent (Commis) from the owner of the ship and a
policeman came on board and they went with us several hours out to
sea, the agent in order to see if anyone was travelling without
paying, and the policeman to be up to his tricks (um seine Schalkheit
zu treiben), but I think they were in league with one another (sie
haben's miteinander gehabt). The agent said right away: whoever
doesn' t have a good passport should line up in front of the policeman
(sich vor dem Gensdarm ranschieren). There were several young men
together and they said that the first one who gives money to the
policeman will be beaten up and they would throw the policeman
into the ocean. When the policeman heard this he accepted it and
they left us and went back. It is unnecessary to have many official
documents made— a birth certificate or large passport or a
certificate from the mayor are all unnecessary, because they don't
ask for them in America. If young people want to get married and
agree on it before noon, they can be married in the afternoon.

We sailed for four days and had good weather, afier that we had
a little storm and the people had to vomit, and the storm lasted four
days; our ship was running three feet higher on one side than on the
other and rising and falling nine or ten feet front and back. We had to
tie down everything that was breakable and when we ate, we had to
hold up the bowls. At first we were afiaid, but when we saw that there
was no danger, we were not afiaid any longer, because it is not so
dangerous. During this storm, on the 16th, my wife gave birth to a little
daughter, her name is Barbara, her place of birth is the sea. She is a
healthy, strong child, everything went well, and the mother and child
stayed healthy for the whole trip. After this storm we had good
weather and a good wind all the time, so that we sometimes reached

* Captain Nathaniel Thompson records the date of departure as 9 May 1840.
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ten miles an hour, so that the ship cut through the water and there was
nothing but foam twenty feet wide.

We spent 48 days on the ocean to New Orleans. We didn't see
many schools of fish (Fischherden). At first fish with pigs' heads
showed themselves twice a day, they have ears like pigs; after that we
saw flying fish (Flugfische), they were seven to eight inches (Zoll) long
and often fly ten to thirty paces across the water. We were not hungry,
but often very thirsty, seawater cannot be used either to drink or to
cook with, for it is bitter. The water needed is brought from Havre,
the ship owner must provide it and in the ship it is distributed to the
people every day. We had a large room—there were 70 people in our
group—and all had plenty of room. We did well and brought over the
same number of people we started out with: two died and two were
born.

About eight days before we came on land, we had to go through the
islands that extend out into the ocean, and the sailors let the water
out [of the ballast tanks] (haben das Wasser abgeleitet) one of them
stood day and night out on the ship. We sailed along this way until the
water was 14 feet deep, and the ship was thirteen feet deep in the
water, then we had one foot of water under the ship, That was at
one o'clock at night. [ was standing right by the sailor and he said now
we have to stop and they threw out the anchor, until six o'clock in the
morning, then we raised the anchor again. But the sailing ships could
only sail up to a place thirty hours away from New Orleans. But
there were enough steamships going around in the ocean looking for
sailing ships, then they attached three or four of the sailing ships to
the steamship together and towed them to New Orleans.

We arrived Friday evening in [New] Orleans and on the next
morning we made our declaration to the government, to say
what goods we had with us; a man came to search through to see
if it was really as we had declared. Each person may take with him
what he needs for himself, whether old or new, it costs nothing; but if
you have anything to sell, you must pay something for it. [ was kept
there because of my clocks (or watches), and the others left at four
in the afiernoon for a small city called Badarusch [sic] [Baton
Rouge], about forty hours away from [New] Orleans.'*

Reprinted with the kind permission of: Masthof Press, 219 Mill
Road, Morgantown, Pa. 19543.
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Date Port Event, Captain
16 Jun 1850 Saf‘ Arrived from Boston, Stacy'23
Francisco
San L
13 Jul 1850 E . Remaining in port'24
rancisco
1 Sep 1850 Sa_n Remaining in port'25
Francisco
28 Sep 1850 E Sa_n Cleared for Valparaiso, Stacey'26
rancisco
13 Dec 1850 Valparaiso | Arrived from San Francisco'?’
4 Jan 1851 Valparaiso | In port'28
6 Feb 1851 Valparaiso | Sailed for Callao, Smith2°
17 Feb 1851 Callao Arrived from Valparaiso30
24 Feb 1851 Callao Sailed for Pisco'3!
30 Apr 1851 Callao Arrived from Pisco, Stacey'%?
10 May 1851 Callao Sailed for Baltimore, Stacey'33
13 Jun 1851 Valparaiso | Arrived from Callao, Stacey'34
26 Jun 1851 Valparaiso | Sailed for New York, Stacey'3°
From Callao for New York, “put into
Callao on account of a mutiny of
11 Aug 1851 Callao her crew, who were placed on
[reported] board the U S frigate Savannah,
she shipped another crew and
proceeded.”136
Arrived from Chincha Islands via
30 Oct 1851 New York Valparaiso, 125 days, Stacey'?’
30 Oct 1851 New York Arrivedégom Callao, 125 days,
Stacey
“The New York Ship List says the
1 Mar1852 New York ship Marcia (?Igaves, 450 Fons, 12
years old, built in Connecticut, was
sold at $6,600"13°
24 Mar 1852 New York Arrived from Antwerp, Wilson'40
1 May 1852 The Scheldt | Arrived from New York, Molan'41
3 May 1852 Antwerp Arrived from New York, Molan42
2 Jul 1852 Antwerp Sailed for New York, Krog'43
18 Aug 1852 New York Arrived fromuﬁntwerp, 192
passengers
Cleared for Quebec, Krog.
26 Aug 1852 New York “Hermann Roosen, (formerly ship

Marcia Cleaves)’45
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The Marcia Cleaves was sold in 1852 and renamed the
Hermann Roosen. The Hermann Roosen’s activities from October
1852 to her abandonment at sea in 1854 has been compiled at the
Norway-Heritage website, http://www.norwayheritage.com/, and is
adapted below. The source of the information is not given.

9 Oct 1852 Quebec Sailed for London
20 Nov 1852 | Gravesend/ |, e from Quebec
London
7 May 1853 F*feriﬁ’;[jgr'd Sailed for Quebec, O.E. Krog
16 Jul 1853 Quebec Arrived from Kragere — Flekkefjord
24 Sep 1853 :r:réglgftm?m Arrived from Quebec
15 Nov 1853 Dublin Sailed for New York
22 Jan 1854 New York Arrived from Dublin
28 Feb 1854 New York Loading for Amsterdam
Mar 1854 New York Sailed for Amsterdam
4May 1854 | Jexeland ), ived from New York
Amsterdam
12 Jan 1856 London Arrived from Christiania
14 Jan 1856 London Sailed for_ Cardiff and
Constantinople
22 Feb 1856 Deal Sailed from the Thames to Cardiff
23 Feb 1856 Deal Sailed for Cardiff, Capt. Olsen
Collided with the Sardinian Bark
6 Mar 1856 Cardiff Giovanne, at the Barrow while on
anchor.
15 Dec 1856 Cardiff Arrived from lvica
27 Jan 1857 Cardiff Arrived from Genua
3 Jun 1857 off Gibraltar | Sailed from Genua for Quebec
2 Aug 1857 Quebec f\rrived from Genua, loading for
ondon
7 Sep 1857 Quebec Sailed for London
25 Oct 1857 N 4700 | o\ abandoned
W 14 00
Arrived from London, the crew of
29 Oct 1857 Falmouth the ship Her_man Roosen aboard
the Bernardino from Taganrog
(Russia)
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