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PREFACE.

These reminiscences of the past it has seemed to me. a duty to
record. An actor therein, circumstances afforded me exceptional
advantages for a better view. I have, in many cases, been a witness
to the. facts alleged, or have obtained them from reliable sources.

The story extends from French Bienville to American Claiborne,
and thence to the present day. Commencing from the period when
superstitution cast a weird veil of mystery over the great river which
surrounds us, and Indian legends peopled every nook of the section,
with fantastic creations of untutored fancy. Jesuit and Cavalier,
Frenchman and Spaniard, Canadian and Yankee, natives of all
climes, in our early day, intrigued and planned on. this soil. What
wonder, after this record, that it is so richly varied, so charming,
so unique? History simp/y repeats itself — as sound mores in
waves.

I have confined my story, and not attempted, for fear of tiring
the reader, to relate every incident of the past, It has been written
after many a weary days' duties hare ceased, when the residents of
our busy district were in slumber. If the perusal of these pages
proves of interest to the reader, then may / hope the story and other
data hare not been given in vain.

W. H. SEYMOUR.



T H I S town, known by its corporate title as the Fif th district of New Orleans,
is a part of all that portion of the parish of Orleans on the right bank of the
Mississippi river, commencing at the parish line of Jefferson, has a front upon
the river of thirteen and a half miles, to within a short distance of the English

turn by a depth of about three miles.
Comprised within that area are also included the towns of McDonogh and Tu-

nisburg, several sugar plantations, many orange groves, cultivated gardens, dry
docks, two railroads, one of which, with its connections, ends with the Golden Gate
of the far away Pacific coast, evidencing truly that "westward the course of empire
takes its way." The entire district has a population exceeding 16,000 people.

As a place of residence Algiers is most delightfully situated within a narrow
elbow of the river, which makes the wide crescent on the city side. It has, there-
fore, a freer sweep of the air than the most famous localities of New Orleans. It
is cooler and purer in atmosphere than in the city.

The first authentic reference to the place is by Le Page du Pratz, probably the
earliest historian of our State, who was superintendent of the Kings plantation
in 1718, by appointment of Louis, King of France, the tract embraced all land
from the fort at Plaquemincs to the Indian village of Chetimachas (now Donald-
sonville), thence to Fort Rosalie, now the cite of Natchez, the section alluded to
bearing at one time the name, also, of the "Company's Plantation.' Rice, corn and
indigo were raised for account of the company, and even exportation to the
Spanish garrison at Pensacola. Eventually the laborers, African negroes, were all
disposed of to planters on the German coast, now known as St. James and St.
Charles parishes.

History, traditions and romance tell us that Bienvil le found the Indian village
of Tchou-Tchouma, in 1718, where ihe Bayou St. John bridge is now located.
Years pass on. The Baron Carondelet, Spanish governor of the provinces, selected
his country house near the present corner of Carondelet street and the Delord plan-
tation line, whilst his good dame, le baronne, planted her roses a block further
back. Etienne de Bore and the Jesuit fathers cult ivated about the same period,
1794, their sugar cane, and planted their oaks upon the ground where Farragut,
Grant and Batiks, one April day rested their forces in 1863. Later on, a l i t t le over a
a score of years, and we behold upon the spot a cotton centennial exposition, with
tributes from all portions of the globe, and view with reverence the old Liberty
Bell of 1776. A new St. Charles hotel has arisen for the third time upon the iden-
tical spot where old Mr. Percy planted his vegetables in 1800, for consumption in
the vieux carre, below the canal, which was subsequently filled, now the most
charming boulevard of the South.

Our city journals sometime past gave an interesting account of the electric
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power-house just completed on Marigny and Chartres street, but lovers of the old
hallowed memories of the past have not forgotten that upon the same identical
Site, just a century ago, stood the old mansion of Marigny de Mandeville, who had
for years, as his guest, Louis Phillippe, son of the duke of Orleans. Young Louis
becoming in later years King of France, and the wealthiest man in all Europe.
Marigny sleeps here in the old cathedral he loved so well, at the foot of the altar
of "Our Lady of Lourdes," Louis, with his ancestors, at the Cathedral of St.
Penis, in France. What a theme for thought, royalty is brushed aside, the new
power of electricity in its place. It removes the ancient landmark, obliterates the
last traces of ancient power and grandeur in Orleans island, making all things
bend to its potent will.

But we are wandering from our subject. The town and district across the
river Mechacebe, the red man's sacred stream is not as interesting, still there is
matter from the traditions of the past. After the departure of le Page du Pratz
homewards in 1734, the site seemed to drop into obscurity and but little is known.
The great river rolled on to the Mexican gulf; the alligators slept indolently in the
sun, while the pelican wandered in the lowland and dense cypress surroundings.
The century waned, and in 1762, the Spanish regime became dominant through the
cession from Louis XV, of the province, to Spain at Fountainebleau, of all the
country known as Louisiana. On August 18, 1769, Don Alexander O'Reilly arrived
in New Orleans with authority to receive possession of the province, no resistance
was made, and on that day at 3 o'clock, at the place d'armes, the French flag was
lowered, that of Spain unfurled and the government passed from the French to the
Spanish authorities.

The cabildo met on December 1, under the presidency of O'Reilly and laws
were enacted for the government, amongst others, for the sale of lands belonging
to the crown, and the governor general required at stated times to contract with
suitable persons styled "pobladores" to colonize the unsettled lands under his
control.

Under these regulations, a large portion of the tract by royal patent, embracing*
all lands between the present line of Verret street and the upper line, now McDon-
ogh, was granted to Louis Borepo, February 3, 1770, through whose title it finally
passed to Bartholomi Duverje, for $18,000, on the 9th of August, 1805, and event-
ually became the original towu of Algiers, meeting the same fate to a considera-
ble extent upon the 20th of October, 1895, as befell its larger neighbor across the
river, when a Franco-Spanish city, on the 8th of December, 1794, "when a strong
north wind was blowing, and in three hours 212 dwellings and stores in the heart of
town were destroyed," The old historical mansion in Algiers, used for many years
as a temple of justice, and known in the olden times as the "Duverje House," the
counterpart of which was the Louisiana State building, at the Colombia exposition
of 1893, perished likewise in the flames with some hundreds of buildings in that
section.

From the rapid reconstruction now progressing upon the tract, another year
the ashes and ruins will have disappeared, a new town will have arisen like the
Phoenix of old, and the sad memories of deprivations of homes and all that was
dear will be a thing of the past.

Under the territorial government of Louisiana the right bank, under the legis-
lative enactment of 1805, was a portioin of the county of Orleans, which included
also Plaquemines and St. Bernard, same was under the jurisdiction of a police jury,
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which provided for its local government, until the annexation to the city by legis-
lative act approved March 14, 1870, when all that portion of the parish on the right
bank of the river became the fifth municipal district of the city of New Orleans.

Close by the river bank for many a year stood the somber dwelling of the phi-
lanthropist whose name is remembered now in stately school edifices throughout
our fair city. Within its walls the owner for twenty-two long years toiled, reflected
and pondered in composing that famous will, wherein his estate of millions was to
accumulate perpetually for future posterity and the glory of his name, the full in-
tent of which testament bearing date of 29th December, 1838, was so contrary to
the jurisprudence of our civil law, that finally it went to Coin-Delisle, Giraud Mar-
cade and other noted French jurists, advocates of the "Cour de Cassation" at Paris,
who, on December 18, 1851, failed to reconcile its analogy to the Code of Napo-
leon, upon which our civil law is founded, wherein all bequests in the nature of
fidei commissa are prohibited. The subsequent litigation upon the vast estate,
divided between New Orleans and Baltimore, McDonogh's birthplace, would be too
tedious to dwell upon.

Down the river to the right still stands intact, with the plantation surroundings,
the Cazelar house, the headquarters of General Morgan, upon the 8th of January,
1815. Victory prevailed at Chalmette, vis a vis, but the glory of that event was
partially dimmed by the flight of Morgan and his troops, who fled to Algiers,
warmly pursued by the British forces. It was in this action that the British ac-
quired the small flag, which now hangs amid the trophies of other wars in White-
hall, London, with this inscription: "Taken at the battle of New Orleans." Upon
one of the guns captured at Cazelars, the victors read: "Taken at the surrender
of Yorktown, 1781."

Before reaching the old plantation alluded to one meets the little hamlet of
Tunisburg. Close by there, old residents still point out where stood until a few
years ago a picturesque cottage, but now crumbled into decay. This was formerly
the home of W. B. Howell, father-in-law of Jefferson Davis, to whom it was sold on
the 3rd of January, 1853. Mr. Davis spent many pleasant days at the old home
when his busy life permitted. Eventually the property was sold under the confis-
cation act of Congress, in 1865. After the demise of Mr. Davis, suit was instituted
in our courts in 1892. The writer appeared for the defendant, who had only ac-
quired by the purchase the life interest of Mr. Davis therein, acknowledging the
correctness of the claim for restitution. Judge Monroe never had a pleasanter
judicial duty assigned him than that of restoring to Mrs. Varina Howell Davis, as
widow, her community half in the old property of her father; to Miss Varina Davis
and Mrs. Margaret Howell Hayes, the residue, as the sole heirs of Jefferson Davis,
their father, to whom in said proportions the property still belongs.

Within the borders of the subject of this sketch many incidents of the past can
be related. 'Twas here that Raphael Semmes assumed command of the Sumter
on the 22d of April, 1861. On the 3d of June ensuing, he formally placed the vessel
in commission. On that day the colors were hoisted for the first time of the
Southern Confederacy. The vessel was then lying in the stream off Lavergne
street. These identical colors were by him subsequently transferred to the Ala-
bama, going down with the latter in the engagement with the Kearsarge at Cher-
bourg, France, on Sunday, June 19, 1864. By the cruel irony of fate, the last flag '
of the same service disappeared with the Webb, when destroyed by her crew to pre-
vent capture by the Federal ships within sight of the lower part of the district,
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after the Webb's memorable trip past the city, just four years from the date that
Semmes first threw his colors to the southern breeze.

A handsome edifie for educational purposes has just been completed by the
city authorities, and baptized "Belleville," upon the grounds where stood for many
years the old Hughes Hotel. Truth again proves stranger than fiction. Upon the
same spot, on January 30, 1861, Captain John G. Breshwood, master of the revenue
cutter McClelland, while visiting the Hughes, his vessel being at the time at anchor
in the stream off Belleville street, was handed a dispatch just received from Sec-
retary John A. Dix, of the treasury at Washington, sent by the latter in a moment
of inspiration, a heroic sentiment, which concluded, "If any one attempts to haul
down the American flag, shoot him on the spot," which, copied and recopied
through the press of the North, flew like wild-fire from lip to lip, like a tocsin or
trumpet peal.

The Algerians have had many pleasant people at times to cast their lot among
them. Albert Delpit, the charming writer, long a resident of France, is "native
here, and to the manner born," while Ruth McEnery Stuart, one of Louisiana's
fair daughters, passed from girlhood to womanhood amongst us, dreaming and
weaving, perhaps, in thought, those of "The Golden Wedding" and "Christmas
Gifts" to come in future days.

Minister Pitkin, to the Argentine Republic, also refers with pleasure to the
period when he likewise had his cottage home here, facing the broad river, en-
circled with rose vines and the stately magnolia, in close proximity to the Mc-
Donogh home.

The theme chosen is a lengthy one, and will end with the origin of the name
Algiers. Many, many stories have been written and foisted upon the public on
the subject, reaching back to the early part of the century. Several of the old
citizens have preserved the traditions and stories of the past.

The powder magazine of the French regime and subsequently of the Spanish
according to the ancient maps, several being still extant, shows that the location
was at the head of rue de la Poudriere, or Powder street, a portion of which street
adjoins the Grand Isle Depot; the balance having long since been submerged by
caving banks. Stoddard, in his early sketches of Louisiana, 1812, tells us that it
faced the government house, on the corner of Toulouse street and the levee; "that
a guard was always stationed there and generally relieved weekly." An old citi-
zen, Llulla, by name, long since gathered to his fathers, related oft that the name
was suggested by one of O'Reilly's soldiers, who had returned here after the expe-
'dition which Spain undertook against Algeria, where they were so badly repulsed.
This old soldier, after several years absence, returned to Louisiana and found the
magazine surrounded by a hamlet of a dozen houses, still without a name, with
the guardians of Carondelet still in possession. From the old son of Castile and
Leon, far from the flow of the Guadalquivir, at.his suggestion the name was given,
which has held so tenaciously; still stranger to relate, not another town bearing a
like appellation is to be found throughout our broad land.

Thus it came from the far away colonial white-walled city in a province of
France, upon whose shores -the blue waters of the Mediteranean sparkle in the
bright, sunlight, whose breezes bear afar the sweet odor of the olive and myrtle.

Buy what you want in the Music and Piano line from GRUNEWALD.

15



16

HENRY THOELE, AUG. M. BENEDICT,

LAMBOU AND NOEL

Lumber and Mnfg, Co,,



17

GEO. W. FOSTER.



18

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company,

R. S. PICKETT,

GEO. O. McHARDY,

Medical Building,



On the 6th of April, 1682, the Sieur de lh Salle and companions, who descended
from Canada by way of the lakes and river, at last reached the gulf after their
long arid perilous voyage upon the Meschaebe. Three days ensuing they ascended
the river, and upon the right bank erected a column and a cross. The arms of
France were attached to the column with this inscription, "Louis, the Great King
of France and Navarre Reigns, the 9th of April, 1682." Thus taking possession
of the whole country of Louisiana, then extending from the gulf to Canada, for the
French King, the nation and people contained therein, the seas and all the streams
flowing into the grand river, which la Salle named St. Louis. From this acquisition
to the crown of France, twenty States have been since formed as part of the
Federal Union. Two score miles in a direct line from Algiers, at this epoch,
brings one to the site where the King's cross was erected, proclamation and proces
verbal, signed and registered by Metairie, the royal notary, commissioned to
accompany the discoverors; the ceremony being concluded with religious songs
and cries of "Vive le Roi."

The first sketcli showing the site of this town was drawn by M. De Serigay, in
the year 1719,.and is still extant in the Depot des Cartes Marine a Paris. The
buildings shown were the powder magazines, about Bouny and Morgan streets of
present day.

A plan of the city and suburbs, including the right bank, drawn in 1815, a
certified copy of which is on file in the Department of the Interior at Washington,
shows the Duverje, Verret and Le Beuf plantation residences. A French traveler
whose work is in the library Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris, writes that in departing
from New Orleans, January 5th, 1817, "their vessel hoisted sails opposite the
Duverje plantation home, just above the powder magazines, and a short distance
below the slaughter pens, or abattoir of that period, about Olivier street.

The first shipyard with marine ways was established in 1819, by Andre
Seguin, a native of Havre, France, at the head of the. street which stills bears his
name, facing the office where the Algiers Democrat is now established. The site
was purchased from Mrs. Duverje, being the first piece of property sold by her
from, the original Duverje plantation.

Verret's canal was excavated in 1814, by Furcy Verret. The canal was used
by Lafitte, Dominique You and other corsairs of the gulf, for passage of their
small vessels to Cheniere Caminada, Grande Terre and Barataria, where their set-
tlements were located. At the head site of the canal may yet be seen a brick wall
upon the adjoining site, formerly stood a square redoubt. The historian, Latour,
tells us, "The redoubt was furnished wish a small powder magazine, and was
mounted with two twenty-four pounders. Its battery commanded at once the road
and the river under command of Captain Henley." It was near here that Morgan's
troops rallied after their flight on the 8th of January, 1815.

Belleville Foundry was commenced in 1846. Front walls, still in existence,
were designed after the Penrhynn Castle in Wales. During 1861, occupied as a
Federal, and subsequently as a Confederate prison, destroyed by fire.

Captain Morse's residence, corner Belleville and Alix streets, was originally
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that of W. H Brown, who was killed by the explosion of the Louisiana at Canal
street wharf, the 15th of November, 1849, upon which occasion so many perished.

The old sugar-house on one of Camus' plantations is still in existence, the
building, a brick one, was erected in 1795, while Louisiana was under Spanish rule.
It was at that period that the manufacturing of sugar was successfully introduced
in the State, and demonstrated to be practicable, and thus began a source of
ever growing wealth. The machinery of those days was exceedingly simple;
steam has superceded the patient mule; bisulphates and other chemicals have
taken away pure lime, then used, but all of the modern innovations fail in com-
parison to the purity and sweetness of the product of the olden times.

Mitchell & Co. published in 1840 the New Orleans Directory. The names of
all white male citizens who then resided in Algiers, McDonogh and Tunisburg are
therein given.

McDonogh's home was situated in the square bounded by Adams, Jefferson,
Jackson and Homer streets. The site is submerged at high water every season.
His tomb is located in the cemetery, just beyond the parish line, upon the
continuation of Vallette street. It is well worthy of inspection to the curious
seekers. . .

Verret's sugar-house was situated, for many a year, upon the present site of
the Morgan roundhouse.

The race track was outside of Opelousas, vis-a-vis to the Duverje cemetery.
The entrance was at the corner of Alix and Bouny. Bob Nicholson was gate
keeper.

Where engine fire company No. 17 is now located on Delaronde, near Bouny
street, was the.parish courthouse for many years, until the removal to the present
site in the spring of 1869. In front of Mrs. Norton's dwelling, on Olivier, near
Alix, may yet be seen the roots of a large oak tree. This is the identical spot
where the midnight meetings of the voudous, and celebration on St. John eve
annually took place, the negro worshipers, with their orgies and invocations,
chanting in their frenzy, "Aie! Aie! Voudoo Magnan!" "Eh! eh! Bonba houe."

Opelousas Hotel was a brick building at the corner of Pelican and Verret streets,
A, de Monasterio, owner; constructed in 1859; occupied by Colonel Stephen
Thomas and the Eighth Regiment of Vermont Volunteers; destroyed while so
occupied by fire, August, 1862. Colonel Thomas was subsequently elected
governor upon his return to Vermont. The de Monasterios have never been paid
for their loss, although the claim has been on file for many years with the
Spanish minister at Washington. Attakapas Hotel, subsequently Wilson House,
built in 1838, destroyed by fire, upon the site now occupied by Borne's shop, Pat-
terson street. The Willow Grove Hotel, situated some two blocks above Morgan
Street, all of the site and adjoining ground caved in the river on the 30th of May, 1844.

On February 17th, 1849, Jean B. Dupiere sold to the United States government,
for the site of a navy yard, real estate below Algiers for $15,000. By expropria-
tion proceedings in the Federal Courts, in May, 1894, additional ground was
attained from the Oliviers for $37,000 and the Trepagniers for $7500.

The St. Charles Hall, on Patterson street, built for A. L.. Hasling, was for
many years the only ball room in town, and was the scene of many a social festive
and political gathering. It was also used for amateur theatrical purposes from
1874 to 1878 by the Algiers Dramatic Association, the officers of which were: A.
B. Seger, president; Louis F. Chalin, treasurer; W. H. Seymour, stage manager;
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