
 
The Ship Marcia Cleaves   

  
On the 24 of Oct went to Boston and took Charge of Ship 
Marcia Cleaves, and Sailed on the 28th of Oct for Mobile and 
arrived on the 21d of Nov 1839. On the 14th of Jan sailed for 
Apalachicola and arrived on the 22d. and Loaded for Havre 
and Sailed on the 5th of March and arrived on the 19th of April 
and sailed on the 9th of May for N Orleans with one hundred & 
sixty nine steerage passengers & four cabin, two died and had 
two born and arrived at the Bar on the 23d of June and got up 
to Town on the 26th so ends this voyage.  

From “Notebook of Nathaniel Lord Thompson from March 
8, 1830 to December 9, 1852.” 

  

The Ship Marcia Cleaves arrived at the port of New Orleans, 
Louisiana the 26th day of June 1840 after a voyage of 49 days 
from Havre, France. Sailing ships often took as many as ten weeks 
to make the Atlantic crossing. As was required by law, Master 
Nath. L. Thompson submitted a passenger list  to the collector at 
the New Orleans customs house.1   

The passenger list tallied 174 souls; as Captain Thompson notes 
there were four cabin and 169 steerage passengers with two deaths 
and two births during the voyage. Among the steerage passengers 
passengers were Johann Peter Buhler, age 43, a shoemaker from 
Württemberg. Peter was accompanied by his second wife 
Catherina Barbara Mosthaf, age 34. Peter's children from his first 
marriage to Maria Anna Keppler included Sabina, 17, Peter 
(Anton), 16, Michael, 13, Rosina, 9,  Kilian, age 7, and Carol, 6.2  

The Buhlers were in the company of other families traveling 
together to start a new life in America. The immigrant group 
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The Ship Mary L. Cushing shown here is representative of 19th century sailing 
ships like the Marcia Cleaves.3

  

included mostly farmers and craftsmen. Among the craftsmen were  
tailors, weavers, shoemakers, bakers, carpenters, blacksmiths, and 
butchers from France, Baden and Württemberg. Gerler – 13,  
Bechtler – 6,  Geiger – 4,  Miller – 8,  Scherer – 7, Kalker – 7.  

Between 1820 and 1850 several ships carried German immigrants 
from the French port of Havre to New Orleans, Louisiana. New 
Orleans shipped cotton to Havre which was then sent to European 
manufacturing cities. Immigrants provided a return cargo for the 
cotton ships.  
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Passenger Age Distribution
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Passenger Gender Distribution
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Passenger Marital Status
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